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*E have, with much. patience, for divers years t0- 
gether.in purſuance of the Solemn League andCo- 
yenant, and Treaties betwixt the Kingdoms, uſed 

our beſt indevors for ſetling Religion and a happy Peace; 

Propoſitions were firſt agreed on in 41s 1644. with advice 

and conſent of the Parliaments of both Kingdoms,preſented 
to his Majeſty at Oxford by Commiſſioners of both,and trea- 

red upon at Uxbridg, In 4701645, We didearneſtly and fre- 

| <quently preſs the ſending of thoſe Propoſitions again to his 

4|;- Majeſty, wherein the Houſes wauld not concur with us but | 

onthe contrary (after, very long delay) thought fit to: make 
ſeveral alterations therein; which were principally in matters 
that did concern the neer Union ot the Kingdoms. Yet were 
we ſo earneſtly deſirous of puttingan, end to the long conti- 
nued diſtractions and troubles of theſe Kingdoms,as(waving 
what mightbe conceived to be for the particular intereſt of 

_ the Kingdom of Scotland) we did joyn with the Houſes of 

Parliament in preſenting Propoſitions to his Majeſty at New+ 
caſtle; chough,as we then declared , we had juſt reaſon: to be 

_ unſatisfied with divers things contained in thoſe Propoliti- 

--; Ons. OM FT hk 

|”  Whenit wasagreedupon betwixt the Kingdoms, thatthe 

{ame Propoſitions ſhould be again preſented to his Majefty, 
at his coming to Holdenby, the performance thereof being de- 
layed bythe Houſes , for divers meneths , we did patiently 

wait their leKfure. Yet upon the ſuddenthey did appointa :3 

{©  Peremptory day tor ſending the Propoſitions to his Majeſtys _.. 7 

I. and gave order rotheir Commilsioners, in cafe we were not "2M 
' preciſely upon. that day at. Hampron Court, that they ſhould 
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preſent the Propoſitions to the King alone by themſelyes, 
contrary to the Treaty betwixt the Kingdoms; which was ſo 
Krange and unequal a way , as we might have juftly denyed 
our concurrence, had not our love to Peace prevailed with us 
to joyn in that Meſſage. Bur after all this, finding no ſucceſs in 
that way of ſending Propoſitions to the King,and inſiſting: 
upon his poſitive Aſſent thereunto , without giving any rea- 
{ons for the Juſtice of our defires,or hearing any Propoſition 
from his Majeſty : We did, in November laft , propoſe to the 
honorable Houſes, & with much earneſtneſs deſire,that there 
might be a perſonal Treaty with his Majeſty here at Londoy, 
it being in all probability,the beſt meansto obtaina Peace. 


About the time of his Majeſties withdrawing from Hampton 


Conrt , the Houſes did communicateto us new Propoſitions, 
reſolved on by them to be preſented to his Majeſty, after re- 
ceipt whereof , we did in our Paper ofthe 17. of November, 
inſiſt on'our former defire for a perſonal Treaty with his Ma- 
jefty. But receiving no Anſwer to thar,nor to our paper of the 
5. And our poſitive anſwer being demanded to the new Pro- 
poſitions;upon the 23. of Novemb. we reſolved once again ro 
deſire an Anſwer to our former Papers ; A perſonal Treaty 
being,in our judgment,a readier way to compole all differen- 
ces,then the {ending of theſe new Propoſitions, wherein there 
are ſo great and eſſential differences from what was formerly 
agreed on by both Kingdoms. And tothe end there might be 
no let or delay on our part,which might hinder the ſerling of 
a Peace; We deſired a conference with a Committee of both 
Houſes concerning the expediency of a perſonal Treaty with 
his Majeſty, and the alterations made in the Propoſitions, that 
fo according to the Treaty of the 29. of Novem, 1643. there 
might be, withthe advice and conſent of both Nations, s 
ſpeedy Agreement in thoſe things, which areto be the foun- 
dation of the ,Peace of both. To all which,the Houles have 
been pleaſed to return no Anſwer. However, it is no ſmal ſa- 
tisfaQion to us,that we leaveno meansotAgreement ms 

; eds. 
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6d; and that the retardment of the {ctling of the Peace of the 
Kingdoms , cannot be charged on us. And leaſt our further 
filence,in expeRation of an Anſwer, ſhould be miſtaken, We 
have thought fit to repreſent our ſence, concerning a perſonal 
Treaty,and the Propoſitions,tothe Houles in writing:which, 
had our deſires been granted, we did intend to have done by a 
verbal conference, - jb EE aq'q 

There be ſome things which properly concern the King- 
dom of England,their Rights, Laws,and Liberties. Bur there 
be other matters , which in their own nature , as being com- 
mon to both,or by Covenant,or Treaty,concern both King- 
| _ doms, wherein, unleſs we would forget our duty to: God, to 
the Kings Majeſty , to our Native Kingdom, and tothis Na- 
tion, Our common concernment and intereſt , cannot be de- 
nyd. For as Scotland was invited and ingaged in this War, 
4), Upongrounds and reaſons of common intereſt : So wetruſt it 
wil not be offenſive , that in making of Peace we claim from 
the Houſes and Improvement of the very ſame principles,and 
a performance of the Treaties they have made with us : that 
the ſame meaſure of conjunRion of intereſts be given ro us, 
which was had of us, and promiſed unto us:wherein the very 
Law of Nations , and the rule of common equity,coth plead 
for us. Yet in the application of this rule, we ſhall nor ſtretch 
our ſelves beyond our line, the expreſle conditions of ourSo- 
lemn League and Covenant, theduty of our Allegiance, and 
the Treaties and Declarations between the Kingdoms, which 
|. are ſo many ſtrong obligations ,as , all who have honor or 
bs. of conſcience, muſt acknowledg ſhould be inviolably obſerved. 

Having layd chis as a moſt juſt and ſolid ground of our pro- 
ceedings, we ſhall firſt ſpeak of the beſt and moſt probable 
means to procure agood Agreement with the King for ſet- 
ling Religion and a laſting Peace : And-next of the Propo- 
{itions, which are to be the foundation of the peace and ſatery 
of both Kingdoms. And it is ſtil our Opinion and Judgment, 
that the moſt equal, faireſt , and juſt way to obtain a wel- 

v A 3 | grounded. 


__ (6) | 
grounded peace, is be aperſonal Treaty withthe King : and 
that his Majeſty, for that end , be invited to come to London, 
with Honox;Freedom,andSafety:for which'we offerthe Reas 
tons following, . 7 - —- POLOS T9 3G 201; 

. 1. The ſending of Propoſitions , without a Treaty , hath 
been often cfſayed without ſucceſs: And the newPropoſitions 
are leſs to the advantage of the Crown than the former. 
Therefore', 'wehaveno reaſon to ExpeQ berter ſatisfaRtion 
that way than'formerly we had. SP EPS ATORA | 

2, The Kings removall from his Parliament ;'is acknow- 

ledged by the: Houſes in {everallDeclarattons,to be the chiefe 
cauſe of allthe War, miſchief , atid-calamities of the King- 
domes. Then, his Majeſties preſence with hisParliament muſt 


be the be{t;if not the onely remedy;to remove ourtroubles. 


3. Ina perſonall Treaty the commiſſioners of both King- 
domes may give reaſons for the equity and expediencie of olit 
defires.' But Without a Treaty or giving reaſons foraflerting 
the lawfulneſs arid expediency ofthe Propofitions to be pre- 
{ented,they may be eſteemed Impofſitions: 

4, The King may have ſome juſt deſires to move for the 
Crown,and for himſelt : Asthat he may have his Revenues, 
and that he may be reſtored to his Royal Government:which 
may be done, with greater honor and ſatisfa&tion to him, by a 
perſonal Treaty,then otherwiſe. 

5. Aperſonal Treaty with the King is the the beſt way to 
beget a mutnal confindencebetweenHim and hisParliament: 
Ir is the beſt way to cleerhis doubts and to remove all diffi- 
culries:and it is the abſolute beſt way for giving and receiving 
muruall ſatisfa&tion. © PODS 
' 6 We cannot 'expe&trthat his Majeſty will grant 7» termins 
whatſoever Propofirions ſhall be ſent unto him:nor cancvery 
thing inthePropoſitions be of that importance,as that the nor 
eranting of it ought to hinder a Peace. Neither will the Hou- 
ſes of Parliament give ful power. to their Commiſſioners to 
make alterarionsinthe Propoſitions , as they ſhall ſee cauſe 


upon” 


»ey 


, upon debate. Wherefore, a perſonal Treaty with his Majeſty 


at London,is the moſt probable and expeditious way to remo- 
ve or reconcile all differences. | CE, 

There is one common obteQtion , where with many are 
poſleſſecdand prejudiced againſt a perſonal Treaty with the 
King,and his coming to London, [' That his preſence may breed 


_ divijion,and continue our troubles : And that when his Majeſty de- 


fired to come hither from Oxford with freedome and ſafety , it was 
thought unfit , and atnyed by the Houſes, and the Commiſcioners 


from Scotland ] But "that argument now hath no force at all : 


For the cale of affairs, the Kings condition and ours (which 
were given for Reaſons in that Anſwer to his Majeſty)are 
quite altered from what they were then.. Then the King had 


Armies inthe fields;he had Garriſons and ſtrongholds to re- 


_ turn to; Now,he hath none of theſe. And his Majeſty offers a 


ful ſecurity againſt all hoſtility or danger can be expected 
from him,by granting to the Houſes the power ofthe Militia 
by Sea andLand,during hisRaigne.,as is exprefled in his Majce 
ſties late Meſſage from Caresbrook Caſtie. And for a further an- 
{wer , we. deſire the Houſes to remember their Reply to his 
Majeſties Meſſage of the 11. of September, 1642.Where;, afrer 
mention of their chief grievances, they ſay [ All this not with- 


ſtanding , as we never gave your Majeſtie any inſt cauſe of with 
 draming your ſelf from your great Councell:Sout hath ever bin,and 


[hall be far from us,to give any impediment to your return : Or to 
neglect any proper means of curing the diſtempers of the Kingdom, 
and cloſing the dangerous breaches betwixt your Majeſty and your 
Parliament according tothe great truſt which lyeth upon us, Ana 
if your Maieſty ſhall now be pleaſed to come, back to your Parlia- 
ment without your Forces : We ſhall be ready to ſecure your Royal 
Perfon,Crown and Dignity,with our lives and fortunes , Tour -pre- 


ſence in this great Councel , being the only means of any Treaty be= 


twixs your Majeſty and vhem , with hope of ſucceſs, ] And if they 
wereeſteemed Enemies to the Parliament, and the Peace of 
the Kingdoms , who adviſed the King to withdraw from his 

In h Parliament : 
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Parliament : What eſtimation wil the world have ofthem, 
who after ſuch a Declaration , wil not ſuffer him ro return to 
his Parliament, when he offers to caſt himſelf into their Arms 
\ If fo kind an offer ſhal be refuſed, and the King driven to de- 
ſpair,it is to be teared,theſe Kingdoms ſhall be involved into 
greater difficulties then ever. And therefore we do hold , thar 
rhe admitting the King to come to London with Honor, 
Freedom and Safety , and granting ofa perſonal Treaty with 
his Majeſty , upon ſuch Prepoſitions as ſhall be agreed upon 
by advice and conſent of both Kingdoms, is the moſt proba- 
ble,and only beſt means, wich hope of iuccels , for ſerling of 
a wel-grounded Peace. | 
Having ſpoken of the readieft means to obtain a juſt and 
laſting peace z We ſhall next fall upon the Conſideration of 
the Propoſitions, which are to be the Foundation of our pea- 
ce. And the moſt compendious and ſuccin& way to a good 
agreement, and unanimous Reſolution upon them is,in the 
firſt place ro conſider and remove our differences , which are 
Chiefly in Religion, the Intereſt of the Crown, and inthe U- 
nion and Joynt Concernment of the Kingdoms. nd 
We ſhal begin with that of Religion, which for the incom- 
parable Excellency thereof (although it be amongft the laſt 
of the new Propoſitions) deſerves the preference. Ir is the pri- 
7 quarite , the unum neceſſarium:; We ought to build the 
Houle of God before our own. The Law of piety and true 
policy do require that Religion , which rendreth to God his 
due, have the precedency. Andtherefore (upon debate) bee 
fore we went to the Treaty at Hxbridz, it was agreed betwixt - 
the houſes and us,that the Propoſitions of Religion ſhould be 
in the firft place,and firſt Treated and Agreed upon, before a- 
ny Agreement upon any other Propoſition. And his Majeſty 
in his late Meſſage trom Caresbrook Caſtle , begins art Religion, 
as the beſt and chiefeſt Foundation for Peace. Wherefore , it 
this changing ofthe former Order and Method ofthe Pro- 
politions,be only their Error , co whom the reviewing of the 
ER = 


faln away from their firſt Zeal:We deſire that ic may be recti= 
fied,and the former Merhod keeped. Andſo we cometothe 
matter of the Propoſitions. _ | 
The material differences and alterations concerning Rel!- 
eion,may be branched into the Errqur of Omiſſion and De- 
ficiency,and into that of Commiſſion andExceſs.That which 
is left our, is no leſs then the Solemn League and Covenant. 
And ſhall the Covenant , which is as Solemn a vow ,as Crea- 
cures on Earth could maketoGod in Heaven,and the greateſt 
tye betwixt men onEarth(to which the moſt high and dread- 
ful Name of the Lord God Almighty , was interpoſed) be 
offered up in a Sacrifice,and buryed in the aſhes of Oblivion? 
Shall our Covenant for the Preſervation and Reformation of 
Religion, for the honor and happyneſs of the King , andthe 
peace and ſafety of the three Kingdoms ; and for the mainte- 
nance and defence of the Laws, and ue panlick Liberties of 
theſe Kingdoms; which was declared by both Kingdoms, to 
| beafir & moſt Excellent means,to acquire the favour ofGod 
towards both;and likewiſe to Unite them, and by.uniting, to 
-- ſtrengthen them againſt the commonEnemies of the true Re- 
formed Religion,and the Peace and Proſperity of theſe King- 
doms;and which in all former Propoſitions was deſired to be 
eſtabliſhed : Be now deleted, as unworthy rotake room a- 
 mongſt theſe new Propoſitions? Shall the Covenant, which 


F both Houles did recommendto the Afembly of Divines, ro 


. akea Declaration to all ſorts of perſons to take it , as that 


W-. - which they judged not only Lawtul,but exceeding expedient 


© and neceſlary tor all that wiſh welto Religion, the King, and 
- Kingdom,to joynin,and to be a ſingular pledg of Gods graci- 
ous goodneſs to allthe three Kingdoms : (we fay) ſhall that 
| Covenant be layd aſide ;Shall our mutual and ſolemn League 
and Covenant ſubſcribed by the Parliaments of both King- 
doms, by the Aſſembly ot Divines., by the City of London, 


F.- and which,not only they , butall Scotland, -and many thou- 


{lands 


* Propoſitions was committed, And- if the Houſes have not _ 
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ſands in England and Ireland,with hands lifted up to the moſt 
high God , did ſwear [That they ſhall net ſuffer themſelves di- 
rectly or indirectly by whatſoever combination,perſwaſion or terror, 
70 be divided and withdrawn from that bltſſed nnion and conjuniti- 


on,whether to make defection to the contrary part, or to give them- . 


ſelves to a deteftable indifferency or neutrality in-thu cauſe , which 
( much concerneth the glory of Goa,the good of the Kingdoms, and 
onor of the King : but ſhall all the days of their lives, zealouſly 
"and conſtantly continge therein againſt all « ogjo : and promote 
the (ame according to their power, againſt all lets and impediments 
whatſoever : and that they ſhall do all this as in the ſight of God) 
Shall chat Covenant (even with thoſe that took it) be already 
out of date,and not ſo:much as remembred amongſt the Pro- 
poſitions of Peace « Yea, it is not ſo much as mentioned in 
theſe new Propoſitions , except inthe 7 Qualification of the 
14. Propoſition, where it is only made a hook to catch ſome 
into the Notion of Delinquency : But perhaps there it eſcaped 
the Reviſers of the Propoſitions, who in all other places have 
exploded ir, TS 2 
[tis anſwered by ſome , that by one of the Propoſitions it 


2% 


iS craved,, that an a& of Parliament be paſſed, declaring the _ 


Kings approbation-of the making of the Treaties between the 
Kingdoms of Scotland and England ; in which Treaties there 


is mention made of the Covenant : And therefore it is not : 
neceſſary to defire a particular Confirmation and Eſtabliſh- . 
ment of the Covenant. To which it is briefly —_ , firſt, 
_ that there is no Propoſition for paſſing any Act ofParliament, 


tro confirm the Treaties berween the Kingdoms, as was defi- 
redin all former Propoſitions ; but theſe words are purpoſely 
changed,and in place thereof there is only deſired , Ag Act 
Declaring the Kings approbation of the making of the Trea- 
ties: which in effe& is no more then an act of Indenipnity for 
making the Treaties,and not an Ad for confirmation and eſt- 
abliſhing of the Treaties themſelves , and thoſethings which 
are expreſſed and tranſacted in them. 2. Suppoſe there were 


of | all. 


& 


an Atof Parliament paſſed for approbation ofthe Treaties 


AT 3 6 


between the Kingdoms in general (which is not in theſePro- 
poſitions)'Yet ſuch a generality would not be: underſtood to 
be extended tothe confirmation of the Covenant, unleſs the 
particular Articles of the Treaty and the Covenant, were ex- 


preſly inſerted; becauſe there was an expreſs Propoſition a- 


mongſt the former , that an Act of Parliament be paſſed in 
both Kingdoms for confirming and raking the Covenant 
which being now left ont of the new Propoſitions , withour 
mentioning the Covenant , cannot but be interprered as a re- 
ceding from the Covenant : and the approbation and confir- 
mation of the Treaties in generall (atter deleting the Cove- 
nant out of the Propoſitions) would only be underſtood of 
the remaining Articles of the Treaties. Therefore, if there be 
nor an intention to relinquiſh the Covenant, Ler us not be a- 
ſhamed to avow itand inſert the. confirmingot ir,as one of the 
Chiefe and expreſle deſires of our propoſitions : | Let us zive 
teſtimony , and beare witneſſe to the trmth and not deny it , remems- 
bring that whoſoever ſhall give teſtimony to Chrifs and-hjs truth 


by confe(sing him before Men , he will alſo confeſſe them before his Matth.1o, 
Father which is in heaven : CAnd whoſoever will deny him before 3*33: 


Men, them will he deny before his Father which is in heaven.) 
And ſeeing the Covenant was the {overaigne 8& only meanes 
of recovering theſe embroiled bleeding Kingdomes, when the 


- Houſes wete at their loweſt ebbe,and defired the Kingdome 


of Scotland, (50 conſider with what difficulties , miſeries , and di- Declarat, 
eliyered in 


ſtractions they were enforced daily to wreſtle , even for the life and 
being beth of Church and State : Surely,the deſpifing,refuſing, 
and caſting afidethat remedy, would be the height of ingrati- 
rude,muſt render the diſeaſe much more deſperate , and turn 
our former mutuall confidence into mutuall difidence. And 
therfore we defire,that rhe Houſes upon better conſideration, 


' will Rill adhere ro the Covenant,and inſert it among the pro- 


poſitions. Fe, 
And whezeas the Kings ern from theCovenant may 
| 2 bs +. 6 


gs (12) . 
be obje&ed,and that the deſiring to have it confirmed , may 
be a hinderance to peace : We anſwer , If the omitting of the 
Covenant in theſe Propoſitions doth really proceed from 
chat principle,that the Houles are deſirous to pleaſetheKing, 
and to remove all objections that may hinder a peace : We 
doe very much wonder,that they are ſo liberall in the matters 
of God,and ſo tenactous in what concernes themſelves, in all - 
differences betwixt his Majeſty and them in things Civill, 
which may farre better be diſpenced with. But to anſwer the 
ſtrength of the Objection, We ſay, That the Covenant being 
_ forthe preſervation and Reformation of Religion,and for the 
true honour and happineſle of the King and his Poſterity,and 
for the peace and ſafety of his Kingdomes ; Whatever be the 
difference of his Majeſties judgement, We have juſt cauſe ro 
inſiſt ro crave his Royall aſſent to ir; And the Kings heart is 
in the hands of God,to turn it as the rivers of waters whither 
he pleaſeth : Andalthough the King ſhould deny it , yet we 
ought to performe our duty ; And when his Majeſty ſhall be 
convinced,that our intentions in entring into this Covenant, 
' were and are pious and loyall ; and that our Actions doe evi- 
dence that we intend no injury to hisRoyallPerſon,to wrong 
his Government, nor to deminifh his juſt power : We hope 
God will incline his heart to give juſt ſatisfaRion concerning 
” the Covenant. And though his Majeſty ſhall not come the 
full length of our deſires , yet we muſt never depart from the 
Covenant,nor leave off by all juſt wayes to promote it,or de- 
ſiſt from endeavouring by all lawfull meanes to procure his 
Majeſties aſſent unto it. But we deſire that we may be 1ightly 
.underſtood inthis,and not miſconſirued ; as 1t our zeale for 
the Covenantdid abate or diminiſhat all from our Loyalty 
and duty tothe King , (forthe Covenant doth not leſſen or 
limit our allegeance,as ſome would falſely ſlander it,and tho- 
ſe who ſincerely and loyally took it) or that upon difference 
of his Majeſties judgement, and not comming the full length 
_of our deſires in every thing , he ſhould be kept in Priſons of 
that 


\ 


in | 13”) 
thatArmes ſhould be kept up ( ow when theWatreis ended) 
ro burthen theSubjects,and force theKing to grant what they 
pleaſe to demand, We were confident (when our Army re- 
turned to Scet/and,and left no Forces in this Kingdome to op- 
oletheParliament) that the Army here ſhould have been in- 
ſtantly disbanded : And could never have expected that the 
Kings Majeſty,to whom the Parliaments of bothKingdomes 
were to make their addreſſes for a ſafeand well-grounded 
peace, ſhould have been taken away by the Army againſt his 
will,and ſtill kept in their power, to be carryed whether they 
pleaſe,or forced to flye tor ſafety. It Scotland had apprehen- 
ded , that the leaſt injury or violence would have been com- 
mitred againit is Majeſties Royall Perſon, or Monarchicall 
Government : Nay , if they had not received aſſurance from. 
the Houſes ro the contrary , certainly all the threatnings or 
allurements in the world, could never have perſ[waded them 
to have parted with the Kingtill all Armies had been disban- 
ded,and the peace of the Kingdomes (erled. It was our bro- 
therly confidence in the Houſes (who are our fellow Sub-. 
jects) and the aſſurance we had from them,rthat made us leave 
the King withthem : And their care of him and duty to him 
ought to be ſuch,as neither his Mateſtynorwve. have caule to 
repent.it. Andthis we could not but declareto aſſert the truth, 
and vindicate the honour and reputation of our Nation; for our 
Loyalty hath ever been, is, and ſhall be dearer unto us, then 
our lives and fortunes; And the candor and integrity of all 
our Actions , 1s a ſufficient confutation of all the calumnyes 
and aſperfions,which malice or envie can forge againſt us 
We findealfo theſe Propoſitions omitred,wvzJ* the Propo- 
ſition for confirming the Ordinances concerning the calling 
and fitting of the Aſſembly of Divines ; the Propoſition for 
Reformation of Religion in Eneland and Treland,according to 
the Covenant; And the Propoſition for ſetling Unity and U- 
niformity in matters of Religion berween the Churches of 
God in both Kingdomes,according to theCovenant.In pla-e 
| B 3 -— Of 
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(14) I 
of all which,we finde nothing but a meer ſhadow of Presbyte- 
riall Government, an externall Form of Diſcipline withour 
life or power;and a liberty granted for all ſorts of Service and 
Worſhip of God , and for the Excercile of all ſuch Religious 
Duties and Ordinances as every perſon ſhall pleaſe , and his 
own erroneous conſcience {ſhall diate unto him (for there is 
no other rule preſcribed) which opens a doore to Atheiſm ro 
all Religions,and to that which (by abuſe of the name) is cal- 
led liberty of conſcience;being indeed liberty of errour,'ſcan- 
dall,{chiſm, hereſy , diſhonouring God , oppoſing the rruth, 
hinderingReformarion,and ſeducing others;So,in place of U- 
niformity in Religion, which by Covenant both Kingdomes 
have {worn to endeyour , there is here defired to be ſetled a 
vaſt defofmity or multi- formiry of Hereftes andSe@s;which, 
ifthe Lord in his mercy ſhall not prevent, may produce the 
ruine of Religion in bothKingdomes, which we have juſt rea- 
{on to feare; as for other reaſons,fo when we conſider the De- 
claration of the Houſes of Parliament, ſpeaking of the deſign 
ofthe Popiſh and Prelaricall FaQtion to alter Religion in this 
Ifland:of whom they ſay, firſt, @hey reſolved to impoſe 4 Popi(h 


Page; 492. Fervice- Book upon Scotland ; for well they knew the [ame fate at- 


Collection 


tended both Kingdoms, and Religion could not be altered in the one 
without the 6ther.) And in An{wer to the Scots Declaration, 
pag. 601.(YFhenſoever tbe deſizn to root out Religion ſhall be per- 


fected in either Nation , it will eaſily be accompliſhed in the other , 


Religion being the band and foundation of the ſafety aud happineſſe 
of both,) And in Auguſt. 1643. the Engliſh Commiſſioners 
declare to the Kingdome of Scotland, (that they are commanded 
by their inſtructions to put their brethren of Scotland in minde, 
that the Popiſh and Prelaticall Faction,that began with them about 
the yeare 1638. and 1639. and then intended to make way to the 
rrine of the Kingdome of England by theirs , have not abated any 
part of their matice toward the Nation and Church of Scotland; 
nor at all departed from tncir fg" of corrupting and altering Re- 
lizion thronzh the whole Iſland, thouzh they {Jo inverted the 

| manner 
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manner of their proceeding , conceiving now that they. have an 
eaſier way to deſtroy them. if they may firſt prevaile over theParlia- 
ment and K NY England ; Iz which reſpect it is the deſire 
of both Houſes that the two Nations may be ſtrictly United , &c.) 
And in another p:perit is declared,that (what corruptions take 
root in the Church and Kingdome of England, will.quickly ſpread goglith 
their venome and infeition into the Neighbour Church of Scot- wrong (- 
land :) Wherefore, we cannot bur diſſent from this Propoli- ,,q i; _”_ 
tion; And according to the truſt repoſed in us, repreſent our 
juſt exceptions againſt it, And firſt of all wethink it very 
ſtrange, That the Houſes of Parliament ſhould deſire an Act 
of Parliament to bee made for eſtabliſhing Presbyter1a» Go- 
vernment,and in the very ſame Propoſitiongdeſire that it may 
bee Enacted that none ſhall obey that A of Parliament, bur 
{uch as ſhall pleaſe to doe it. 2. We obſerve, that however it 
} is pretended that Presbyieriay Government 1s deſired to be 
eſtabliſhed,as the Government of the Church of Enzland,yer 
it is only in effeR,aLiberty granted toall ſuch,as of their own. 
accord will joyn in Presbyteriall Governmenc,and ſo amounts 
-| ro no more then a Toleration of ir, 3. That this toleration of 
Presbyterian Government is many wayes limited ; as in the 
timetor which it is to endure,being onlyro theend ofthe next 
Seſſion of Parliament , after the end of this preſent Seſſion, 
which perhaps may be not above fix Moneths. And the Mi- 
niſters and Elders are appointed by Ordinance of Parliament 
toexclude from the Sacrament , only ſuch Perſons as the 
Houſe havethought fit, and no others, though it be againſt 
 theirconſciences foto do. They are bounded with ſeverall 
: reſtrictions in their Meetings and Afſemblyes, and are not al- 
lowed the ule and exerciſe ofalltheOrdinances appointed by 
the Word of God; ſoas liberty of conſcience is denied to 
them,and granted to others:For, 4. An unlimited toleration 
 forchetime of endurance, matter of worſhip, and exerciſe of 
all Ordinances,is expreſly granted to all the Secaries ofthe _ 
time, whether they be Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Arminians, 
ge | Familifts, - 


(16) 


to the new Se of Shakers, and divers others , By all which 


ny vile and grofle errours which have been condemned and. 
caſt out of the Church informer times,and may be revived in 
Enzland , as if errours and herefies were of ſo precious a na- 
ture,that men ſhould be encouraged by Law ro enquire after 
them,and invited to maintaine them. 6. Thistoleration 15 
not only to the perſons of thoſe SeRaries and their families, 


convenient places,that ſo Scandals, Hereſtes*, Schiſmes , and 
new Religions may grow in theirkiuds , and alſo multiply in 
the number of Proteſſours and Ditciples, as if there were not 
enough already, 7. Though it ſeemeth that a proviſion 
is made that this indulgence ſhall not extend to the toleration 
of Antitrinitarians, Arrians, and Antiſcripturiſts, yet there is 
no more expreſſed , but that this indulgence ſhall not extend 
ro tolerate the Printing , Publiſhing , or Preaching ſuch blaſ- 
phemies ana errours as they do maintain againſtGod;the Ho- 
ly Trinity,and the Scriptures. Theyare not made lyable to 
any penalty; and ſuppoſe penalties were impoſed upon them 
for Printinz, Publiſhing, or Preaching thoſeerrours: yet they 
are by this Propoſition left to a full liberty to maintain them 
in private, to reaſon and diſpute that there is no God, that 
Chriſt is but an Impoſtor , that there is no ſuch thing as the 
Holy Ghoſt, that the Scriptures are bur like other writings: 

blaſpheming at their pleaſure, and ſeducing others to their 0- 
pinions in ſecret : Al which , and much more, according to 
ro this Propoſition,may not be queſtioned : and ſo in reality, 
though not in pretext, they ſhal be tolerated as well as others, 

8. All profaneand wicked perſons areleft at liberty by this 

roleration to doe what they pleaſe. For they are not obliged 
to 


Familiſts, Eraftians, Browniſts, Separatiſts, Libertines, or In-- _ * 
dependents; yea,it extends to thoſe Nullifidians, the Seekers, 
the very foundation of Church and State is ſhaken, and neare. Þ- 


_ to beoverthrown, 5. The toleration here defired to be eſta- 
bliſhed is of that capacity and latitude,as it may admit of ma- 


bur gives a full liberty to ſer up their profeſſions in any fit and 
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. -neſſe , ſhallabound : and ſuch as hate the fincere worſhip of 
.God inthe Chureh,may havethe molt unlawfull and wicked 
meetings elſewhere , under a profeſſion of religious exerciſes 
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+ ſhall only mention one or two. In particular we would have 
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; } robe ſubje& toany Diſcipline orGovernment,and ſo neither 
the duties of the firſt nor ſecond table of the Law of God, 


ſhall be obſerved; bur all ſorrs of impiety and works of dark- 


or Ordinances, We might adde more exceptions againſt this 
Propoſition; But theſe we truſt may ſufiice to make any that is 


bur alittle indued with the light of the Goſpell,and hath any 


love to thetruth , tor to deteſt and abhorre ſuch a toleration. 
And now we deſire the Houſes bt Parliament to remember 
their Remonſtrance of the State of theKingdome of the 15 of 


December 1642.where they reſent it as a great injury,that a- 


ny (ſhould infuſe into the people that they meane to leave every man 


to his own judzement and fancy for the ſerwice and worſhip of Goa, 


and do declare that it is farre from their purpoſe and deſire , to let 
looſe the golden reynes of Diſcipline and Government inthe Church, 
to leave private perſons or particularCongregations to take up what 
kinde of divine ſervice they pleaſe,and hold it requiſite , that there 


| ſhould be throughout the whole Realme a conformity to that Or- 


der,which the Laws enjoyne,according to theword of God.) How 
conſ{onant this toleration is to that Declaration, we leave it to 
the Houſes of Parliament and all wiſe men to confider; and 
whether the danger of the true reformed Religion in theſe 
Kingdomes, be not greater now then before the taking of the 
Covenant; yea,or ſince Chriſtian Religion came firſt into this 
Iſland, when toleration of all Religions ( the name of Popery 
only excepted) is defired by the Houſes of Parliament to be 


| eſtabliſhed by Law ; and the very Principles and Fundamen- 


tals of faith , which under Prelacy yea under Popery it ſelfe, 
were generally received as uncontroverted,are now by many 
Sectaries of this time,either oppugned or called in queſtion. 
There are divers other paſſages in the Declarations and 
Ordinances of both Houſes to the ſame purpoſe; but here we 


the 
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oy ( 18) 
the Houſes call ro minde thei, Declaration and anſwer to 
the Lords of his Majeſties Secret Counſell of Scotland , and 
the generall Aſſembly ofrheChurch ot thatKingdome i inthe 
yeare 1642. Where beſides other expreſſions they uſetheſe 

words, (We acknowledze it an at of love tous , and Wiſaome for 
the zood of both Churches,for which we are thankefull both to God 
and them , that our Brethren of Scotland have beſtowed their ſeri- 
ous thoughts and earneſt deſires for Unity of Religion, that in all 
his Majeſties Dominions there might be one confeſſion of faith,one 
Direttory for worſhip , one pulick C atechiſme , and one forme of 
Church Government, CAnd although it will hardly be obtained 
punctually and exastly,unleſſe ſome way might be found, for a mutu- 
all ho bs and comunction of Counſell & debate in frame- 
ing that one forme , yet both Ns "5 the ſame end, proceedins 
by? the ſamerule of Gods word,and guided by the ſame Spirit: we hope 
by Gods aſſiſtance to be ( odirected , that we may caſt out whatſoe- 
ver is offenſroe toGod,or wt ar pleaſing to any neg hbour Church, 
And [0 farre agree with our Brethren o f Scotland an Totber reformed 
Charches in all 7 ul fantiall partsof ok; hr Worſhip, & Diſcipline, 
that both we and they may enjoy thoſe advantages and conveniences, 
which are mentioned by them in this their anſwer-1n the more ſtrict 
Union of both Kingdomes:more ſafe,caſy, and comfortable Govern- 
ment of his Majeſty , and both to him{elfe and people , more free 
communion 13 all holy exerciſes and wigs: worſhip :more conſtant 
ſecurity of Religion againſt the bloody practiſes of Papiſts,&r deceit- 
full erronrs of other Sectaries. ) And having there made known 
cheir reſolution to take away the Government by Biſhops, 
they defire ſome godly and learned Divines of that Church, 
to bee ſent ro the Aſſembly of Divines here, whereby an uni- 
formity in form of Church Government may bee obtayned : 
and one Confeſſion of Faith , one DireRory , and one Cate- 
chiſm may be ſetledin all the three Kingdomes: Which deſire 
was afterwards renewed to their Commiſſioners ſent to Scot- 
land : and in the end the mutuall and joynt defires of both 
Kingdomes, were crowned with a Solemne League and Co- 
venant : 


(19) | 
venant:as for other ends,ſfo for endeavouring the neareſt con- 
junction and uniformity in al theſe:and for exterpation of H: = 
reſy and Schiſme. Theſe foure yeares paſt, the labours of 
many learned and godly Divines of both Kingdomesthere- 
unto appointed , have been ſpent in framing a Dire&ory for 
worſhip(which was long ſince approved,and received in both 
Kingdomes,) a Confeſſion of Faith, a form of Church Go- 
vernment and Carechiſing :all which have been preſented to 
both Houſes, and ſome progrefſle was made therein toward 
the eſtabliſhing of them,till of late they were laid aſide. 

The Houſes not many months ſince, did appoint a ſolemn 
Faſt,and day ofHumiliation,to be kept throughout the whole 
kingdome, becauſe ofthe growth of Herefies , Blaſphemies, 
and Schiſms:The words of the Ordinance are theſe [ We the 
Lords and Commons aſſembledin the Parliament of England , ha- 
ving entred into a ſolemn Covenant to endeavour ſincerely , really, 
and conſtantly the reformation of Religion in Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
and Worſhip , CAnd the extirpation of Poperq, ſuperſtition, hereſic, 
ſchiſme,prophaneſſe,and whatſoever ſhal be found contrary te ſound 
doctrine, and the power of godlineſſe. And having found the pre- 
ſence of God wonderfully aſſiſting us 1n this cauſe,eſpecially ſince 
our [aid enzagement gn purſuance of the ſaid Covenant , have 
thought fit (leſt we partake in'other mens ſins, and therby be in dan- 
ger to receive of their plagues ) ro ſet forth this our deep ſence , of 
the great diſhonour of God, and perillous condition that this Kinz- 
dome «in, throwgh the abhominable blaſphemies, and damnable 
hereſics vented angſpread abroad therein , tending to the (ubverſi- . 
on of the faith, contempt of the Miniſtry , and ordinances of Feſus 
Chriſt. CAnd as we are reſolved to imploy and improve the ut- 
moſt of our power,that nothing be done or ſaid azainſt the truth, but 
for the truth: So we deſire that both our ſelves and the whole King - 
dom may be deeply humbled beforethe Lord, for that great reproach 
crcontempt which hath been caſt upon his Name,z> ſaving truthes, 
. and for that ſwift deſtruction that we may juſtly fear will fall 
upon the inmortall (ouls of ſuch , who are or niay be drawn away by 

2 ; giving 


Fo 


> 
giving heed to ſeducing (pirits. In the hearty and tender compaſſion 
whereof , We the (aid Lords and Commons doe order and ordaine, © 


That Wedneſday being the 10. je! of March next , be ſet apart for 


 aday of publike humiliation,for the growth and ſpreading of errors, 
hereſies,and blaſphenues., to be obſerved in all places within the 
Kingdome of England, Dominion of Wales,and Town of Berwick, 


and to ſeek God for his direction and aſſiſtance, for the ſuppreſſing 


and preventing the ſame. | | 

And are theſe the wates and meanes that the Houſes of 
Parliament have thought upon for ſupprefling Errors, Here- 
t1es,and Blaſphemies,to defirethat a Toleration of them may 
be eſtabliſhed by a Law? Is the laying of a foundation to pro- 
pagate Herefie and Schiſme , the beſt way to extirpate the 
i!ame 2. Are theſe the fruits and effects of their ſolemne Faſt 
and Humiliation? Certainly God will not be mocked. 

The Covenant doth alſo oblige us, mutually ro preſerve 
the Authority of the ſupteam Magiſtrate ,-the priviledges of 
Part1aments,and firm peace and union between the kingdoms 
toall poſterity. And is it not viſible,that many of thoſe Sedta- 
ries, with their adherents and abetrors,doe by their pernicious 
doQtrine and ations , effer violence to the Kings perſon and 
Authority, and againſt the rights and priviledges of Parlia- 
ment? So as there is not any one Article ofthe SolemnLeague 
andCovenant,whichis not in a high degree violated bythem: 
And ſhall a toleration be eſtabliſhed for all ſuch? The oppo- 
ſing the Covenant,and Reformation ofReligion,the dividing 
betwixt the King and his people , or making any faction a- 
mong the people, contrary to this League and Covenant, 
were formerly the charaRers of our enemies : and whoſoever 
maynrtayn and doe theſe things (though they ſhould aſſume 
to themſelves the name of Saints) are ſtill ro be accounted In- 
cendiaries, Malignants,and evill Inftruments. And we are ob- 
liged by Covenant wich faithfulnefle co endeavour the diſco- 
very ofall ſuch,thart they may bee brought to publique rriall, 
and receive condigne puniſhment. EP 

n 


(21 
And though it be far from our + ITO that pious & peace- , 
able men ſhould be troubled, becauſe in every thing they. 
cannot conform themielves to Presbyteriall Government (for 
we did never oppoſe ſuch an indulgence to their perſons as 1s 
agreeable to the Word of God, may ſtand with the publick 
eace , and 1s not deſtructive to the order and Government of 
the Church) yet wee do from our very fouls abhor ſuch a- 
generall and vaſt Toleration as is expreſſed in thePropoſlition. 
And if the Houſes (which God forbid} ſhall adhere therenn- 
ro,and inſiſt that it may be eſtabliſhzd, We-do proteſt againſt 
it,as that which is expreſly contrary to the Word of God,ut- 
rerly repugnant to the {olemn League and Covenant,deſtruc- 
tive to Reformation and Uniformity in Religion, alcogether 
inconſiſtent withthe Declarations %& Profeflions of the Houſes, 
againſt the Treaty between the Kingdomes , direQly op- 
polite to the example&practice of all the reformed Churches, 
and as that waoich will unavoidably ſubvert all Order and 
Goverment,and introduce a world of confuſion. Our mindes 
are aſtonied,and our bowels are moved within us , when we 
think of the bitter fruits and fad conſequences of ſuch a To- 
leration. W hat horrid blaſphemies againſt God ! What vile 
abominations | What pernicious doctrine , to the ſubverſion 
and perdition of ſouls! Whar diſobedience to the Magiſtrate! 
W hart violation of duties between perſons of neereſt relation! 
W har differences and diviſions inFamilies and Congregations 
it will bring forth ! What bitter heart burnings it will beger, 
and perpetuate to poſterity ! Nay,it is impoſlible for us to ex- 
prefle what infinite diſtraRtton, diſorder, and confuſion it will 
make both in Church and State thorowout all the threeKing= 
doms. And therefore wee do obrtelt the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment by the {olemn League and Covenant (which they have 
made in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all 
hearts, with a true intention to perform the ſame,as they ſhall 
an{werat that great day,when the lecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
diſcloſed) and by all the promiles.proteſlions, and Declarati- 
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_ «ons where with they induced the Kingdom of Scotland to an 
engagement and conjunction with them in this Cauſe , That 


they do not eſtabliſh ſuchan impious Toleration , as cannot 
bur draw down the judgement of God , and make a rent be- 

tiveen the rwo Kingdoms, united by {o many tycs and relati- 
ons,Which wee deſire to cheriſhand ſtrengthen, and to conti- 


nue to all poſterity. 


That next toReltgion wherein we differ in judgement from 
the Propoſitions , is concerning the intereſt and power of the 
Crown. Weare obliged by our Covenant, allegeance , and 
the duty of Subjects, not to diminiſh but to ſupport the Kings 
juſt power and greatnes. The queſtion then 1s, wherein his 
royall Authority and juſt power doth conſiſt. And weaffirm 
and hope it cannot be denyed, that regall power and authori- 
ty 15 chiefly in making and enaQting Laws , and in protecting 
and defending their ſubje&s , which are of the very eſſence 
and being of all Kings. And the exerciſe of that power arethe 
chief parts and duties of their royall office and function ; And 
the Scepter and Swerd are the badges of that power. Yet the 
new preface compared with other parts of theſe new Propoſt- 
tons , takesaway the Kings negative voice, and cuts off all 
Royall power and right inthe making of Laws , contrary to 
the conſtant practice of this and all other Kingdoms : For the 
Legiſlative power in ſome Monarchies is Peres Principem ſ0- 
lIum,and their Laws are called Principum placita, which is the. 
higheſt and moſt abſolute kinde of Soveraignty. And in other 
Kingdoms and Monirchies, the power of making Laws is by 
compatt between the Prince and people , or according to the 
conſtitution,practice,and uſage of the ſeverall Kingtloms. In 
rhe laſt the power of the King 1s leaſt ; but beſt regulated, 
vrherenetther the King alone without his Parliament,nor the 
Parliament without the King can make Laws; and where no- 
thing enacted by the one without the conſent of the other,can 
have the force ofa Law. Andalthough we will rather pro- 
teſle 1gnorantiam & facti cf juris alieni , then take upon us to 


judge 


(23) 
judge of the Laws of another Kingdom; yetit ſeems to be 
very cleer and evident , by the practice and uſage ot all cimes, 
by the Parliaments'own Declarations,and to be conſonant to 
. reaſon and Law, that the King without the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment,or the Houſes of Parliament wirhout the King, cannot 
ena any Laws;but both joyntly. And therefore the Lawes 
are ſometimes called the Kings Laws , ſometimes the Lawes 
of the Land, and Acts of Parliament. And the form or As 
of Parliament ſomerimes begin with the word Corceſſimus,or 
Statwit Rex, And of later times Lawes and Statutes begin , as 
being enacted by the King,with the conſent andadviceof the 
Lords and Commons. All which do import the Kings power 
and conſent as to the making of Laws : So that there can be 
no Law made,and have the force ofa Law without theKing; 
which likewile is clcer by the expreſſions of the Kings an- 
ſwers,Le Roy le Vent , 7 Le Roy Saviſera; ſo as it is cleer from 
the words of aſſent , when Statutes are made , and from the 
words of diſſent,that theKings power in the making of Laws 
15 one of the chicteſt jewels of rhe Crown, and an eſſentiall 
- part of Soveraignty. And if the King had no power nor con- 
{ent in making of Laws, he would be leflethen a SubjeR. 
Sometimes the Kings denyall had been better then his aſſenr 
to the defires of theHoules of Parliament;as whenKings have 
aſſented tothe taking away the reading of Scripture from the 
Laity,as Henry theEight did;or to introducePopery,as Queen 
Mary. And {ince neither Kings nor Parliaments havethe jud- 
gement of intallibility , it muſt certainly bethe beſt , where 
Lawes are m-de with conſent both of King and Parliament, 
which is the ſtiongeſt bulwark of the peoples liberty, and 
ſupporter of the Kings autnority. And the King being King 
over divers Nations, this torm of conſtitution where neicher 
the King without his Parliament,nor the Parlizment without 
the King can make Laws, is a g90d and (ure {ecurity to pre- 
= ſerve his Kingdomes tn peace from 1njurtng one another, and 
to protect the ſubjects trom injury a:nongſt themſelves, Tie 


Houles 


| (24) 
Houſes of Parliament pag. 710 of the Exact colleQion of 
Remonſtrances and Declarations, an{wering an argument a- 
oainſt the Kings paſling the Bill of the Militia, make this Re- 
ply : If we had ſaid (as wee did not) that the King had beey bound 
0 paſſe all Bils that ſhould be offered to him by both Houſes of Par- 
liament without any limitation or qualification of reaſon or juſtice, 
yet ſuch a ſuppoſition as this could not fall upon a Parliament , much 
leſſe that a King were obl;zed for to grant it. And p1ge. 727,Wee 
did and do.ſay,that the ſoveratgn power aoth reſide in the King and 
beth Houſes of Pariiament , and that his Majeſties negative waice 
=> doth not import a liberty for his Majeſtie to deny any thing as he 
pleaſeth,thouzh never ſo requiſite and neceſſary for the Kingdom : 2 
1d yet we did not,nor do ſay,that ſuch Bils as his Majeſtie is bound | 
both in conſcience and juſtice to paſſe (ball not-withſtanding be law 
without his conſent ; ſo far are we fromtakiug away his negative | 
voice, Whereforethe power in making Laws,even according <} 
to the Parliaments own Declarations , cannot be taken a way 
from the King , and he required to aſlentto all ſuch Laws as 
the Houſes ſhall think fit, according to the Preface of theſe 
new, Propoſitions , without a change of the Conſtitution and 
fundamentall Government of the Kingdom. 
Concerning the power of the Militia, Wee do defire and 
ſhal be willing to agree,thar it may be ſo ſerled, as neither the 
King nor any other be able ro diſtnrb or intringe the peace 
now to be agreed upon. And wee think that in his Meſſage 
from Caresbrook- Caſtle he hath offered that which ſhould be 
very ſatisfactory ; But that the King , his poſterity andthe _ 
Crown ſhould for ever be diveſted ofall power and right of 
rhe Militia,is different from our judgements. For it theCrown 
have no power of the Militia , how can they be able to reſiſt 
their enemies, and the enemies of the Kingdom, prote& their 
ſubjeRs, or keep friendſhip or correſpondence with their Al- 
lies? All Kings by their Royall office and Oath of Coronati- 
on are obliged to prote& their Laws and ſubjets : Ir were 
ſtrange then ro ſeclude the Crown for ever from the Duet 
0 


_ of doing , that, which by the oath of Coronation they are 0- 
bliged to perform, & the obedience whereunto falleth within 
the oathof Allegeance. And certainly if the King and His 
poſterity,ſhall have no power in making Laws,nor in the Mi- 

| litia,it roots up the ſtrongeſt foundat1on of honour and ſafery 
which the Crown affords , and will be interpreted intheeyes 
of the world,to be a wreſting of theScepter and Sword out of 
rheir hands. Tr is very far from our- deſires that Monarchy - 
ſhould be at the abfolute height of an Arbitrary and tyranni- 
call power; Neither defirewe Juſt Monarchicall powerto be 
wronged and rendred contemptible : Bur to have ſuch a gol- 

F _ den Mediocrity as they may be able to prote their ſubjetts, 

| and oppoſe their enemies according to the fundamentall 

| Laws,and ancient conſtitution of the Kingdom, 
Before the laſt Propoſitions were ſent to his Majeſty at 

4 MNewcafile,both in verball debates and in our writings,wee did 

ſhew, That we were unſatisfied concerning ſeverall particulars 
contained in thoſe propoſitions; particularly , when we did 
conſent , that the power and exerciſe of the Militia ſhould be , 
ſetled in the houſes of Parliament for a time , wee did it with 

_ this proviſion,thar it were underſtoodto be without prejudice 

co the right and intereſt ofthe Crown; And that the King & 

[ His poſterity be not totally excluded and rendred incapable 

| to protec their ſubjes,and oppole theenemies ofthe King- 

doms : And farther when wee gave way tothe ſending of 

thoſe Propoſitions, wee did declare it to be our judgement, 
thar divers things craved therein,were ſuch,as peace or warre 

Þ- ought nor to depend uponthe grant or refuſall ofrhem z We 

ever did and muſt ſtill hold it as a good rule in the making of 

a peace , thar the more moderate and reaſonable our deſires 

bee, wee may expe the firmer peace. Wherefore as in the 

difference betwixtthe King and the Parliament, wee think it 
very unjuſt to exclude the King from his Juſt power in,the 

Militia; ſo when we look upon the Liberty of the ſubje& , we 

think neither King nor Parliament ought to keep upan Army 
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in the field, when the warre is wt to the vaſte expence and 
utter impoveriſhing of the people; the trained Bands of the 
' Kingdom, (which may be made uſe of with little charge)and 
the forces which may be kept in lome chief Garriſons , being 
ſufficient to ſupprefle any commotion or diſturbance that is 
likely to ariſ2 upon occaſion of the late troubles, And wecon- 
cetvean Army thould be kept up only in the cafe of a power- 
- full Inſurretion within the Kingdom, or of a forraign invaſi- 
on from without, and otherwiſe to maintain a perpetuall Ar- 


my in the bowels ot the Kingdom uponthe expence of the 


ſubje&,whenthere isno enemy ro fight with,is but to enſlave 
the King and Kingdome under a Military bondage. 

When our Army returned to Scotland, it was confidently 
expected that the Houſes ſhould have ſpeedily disbanded 
their Army, (the watre being atan end and no viſible enemy 
in the Kingdom)and proceeded to the fetling of a peace here, 
andto theeffeuall relief of Ireland:But now after a full years 


delay almoſt, we do not finde amongſt aHthefe propoſitions, . 


any thing concerning the disbanding of Armies , or ſending 
releit to that diſtreſſed Kingdom;bur on the contrary there is 
only proviſion made for keeping up armies,and raifingmoney 
for their maintenance. Wee muft therefore declare to the 
Houſes,that it is our judgment and earneſt defire , rhat there 
may be a Propoſition for disbanding Armies in both King- 
doms. Armies were raiied for defence of Religivn,the Kings 
perſon and authority,the Priviledges of Parliament , and the 


liberty of the ſubjet. And when they are no more uſefull 


for theſe ends,and the Houſes piay conſult freely 8 a ſecnre- 
ly without any hoſtile oppoſition, Ir is high time to disband 
them-, that the Laws of the Kingdom may take place. Some 
of out neighbour nations are necefſirated to.keep up Armies 
becauſe they have enemies,that lie contiguous and adjoyning 
totheir borders;but the ſea is our Bulwark, And if wee ſtudy 
amity and peace amongſt our felves , and entertain the union 
between'the Kingdoms under his A" 
* : 7h nee 


need not fear forrain-invaſion. N isa Cuftomein other Nas 
tions to.keep up Armies, to levy monies by force ; Bur theſe 
are free Kingdoms : and when they have been fighting forli- 
berty and freedom,wee truſt,that it is not intended that warre 
ſhould be made trade,or that their warrs ſnal endin ſlavery. 


_ Thecontinuance of Armies will certainly increaſe fations 
and diviſions,to the great weakning of the Kingdoms, and 


will in end expoſeus as a prey to our enemies:neither js it pol- 
{ible ſo long as they are kept up,thar there can be a ſetledpeace 
The charge of entertaining Armies is needlefle , when there 
i5no enemy,and extreamly grievous to the people , who be- 
fore were willing to bearit , when they ſaw a neceſlity for it, 
Andnow after ſo greatſufferings and vaſt expence ofTreaſure 
to ſouldiers for many years together , the burthen is become 
in{upportable. For theſe and many other reaſons which wee 
could adde,wee hold it moſt neceſlary, That as there isa Pro- 


poſition for payment of the arreares of the Army ; ſo alſo 


there bean addition unto it for their disbanding. 

Touching the conferring titles of honor, we deſire theKing 
whois the fountain of honor , may not be deprived of thar 
which in all ages andKingdoms, hath been held and eſteemed 
a lowre of the Crown, and wherewith Kings doe uſually re- 
compence the vertue and merites of {uch as doe memorable 


ſervices tothe Crown or Kingdome. And as to the diſpo- 


ſing of the great offices of State,and nameing of privy Coun- 
{cllors,we conceive his Majeſties offer , in his late Meſſage of 
the ſixteenth of November; to be ſo reaſonable, as may give 

ſatis fa&tion to the Houſes CEL 
 Thar.which we are to ſpeak of next in order, is, the union: 
and joynt intereſt of the Kingdoms, where we wiſh we had 
nor juſt cauſe to-expoſtulate,that the Houſes have omitred the 
Coyenant 1n theſe Propoſitions:rejeRed all thar concerns U- 
nity and Unitormity in Religion:and have altered the formet 
Frogs for confirmation ofthe Treaties , and defired now 
only an Approbarion of the making of them, which amounts 
. 8  - ro 


to no more then an Act of indemnity. They have alſo in that 


Propoſition omitted theſe words With all other ordinances and 


proceedings paſt betwixt the two Kingdoms,and whereunto they are 
obliged by the foreſaid Treaties; Which words were inſerted in 


the tormer propolitions,after ſerious debate ; and therefore if . 


the Houſes intend to make good, and perform all ordinances 
paſt betwixt the Kingdoms, according to their manitold pro- 
teſfions; We defire that this Propoſition may remain as be- 
fore without any alteration or omiſſion. The propufition de- 
firing his Majeſties conſent to what the two Kingdoms ſhall 
agree upon , in purſuance ofthe Articles of the large treaty, 
which are not yet finiſhed,is omitted. The joynt declaration 
of bothKingdoms islikewiſeomitted; And generally through 
out theſe Propoſitions all expreſſions of joynt intereſt are 
fefr out. And whereas formerly the Propoſitions of both 
Kingdoms were drawn up together in one body : now for ſe- 
parating the intereſt ofthe Kingdoms , the Propoſitions for 


England , are drawn up apart; which new way,, when we did | 


oblerve,:nd whateſlentiall alterations,omiflions, and additi- 
ons were made in the matter of the Propofitions,we deſired a 
conference for removing all differences, & that we might the 
more ſpeedily attaine to an agreement; but it was not granted: 
however we have herein diſcharged our duty , that we uſe all 
means to prevent difference,and that we tor our part, ſtudy ro 
obſcrve the Treaty betwixt the Kingdoms , Where it is ex- 
preſly provided in the etghth Article, That no Ceſſation nor any 
pacification or agreementfor peace whatſoever, ſhal be made by either 
Kingdom,or the Armies of either Kingdom,without the mutuall ad- 
vice and conſent of both Kingdoms, or their Committees in that be- 
half appointed; and Rere-we think it not amiſfle to remember 
the Houſes of Parliament of their expreſſions ina declaration 
ro the Lords States Generall of the united Provinces of the 
Low- Countries, ſhowing why they did nor admit of the me- 
diation of the Dutch Ambaſſadors between the King and 
Parliament in the way and manner it was deftred,withent ap- 
s plication 
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plication to the\Kingdome of 2 and, The words of the / 
declaration are,that both the Kingdoms- are mutually enzagedin 
the Propoſitions and Treaty thereupon; And that neither could admit 
of their Mediation without conſent of the other , becauſe tbe two 
Kinztoms were united by ſolemn League and Covenant made to Al- 

iy God ane by league each to other as one entire body to proſe- 
cute this cauſe; And that in purſuance thereof, Propoſitions for a 


| ſafe and well grounded peace were thep preparing in a joynt way, by 


the Parliaments of both Kinzdoms, And whereas theLords Am- 
baſſadours had propounded and offered from the King , the 
calling of a National Synode , to cotre& and redrefle the go- 
vernment of the Church by Biſhops; One of the Anſwers - 
which was given thereunto inthe ſaid declaration, was, That 
not only the Kingdom of Scotland and the Members of both Honſes 
of Parliament , but alſo many thouſanas of others of hu Majeſttes 
ſubjects of England and Ireland, ſtand bound by their late Nationall” 
Covenant,to endeavour the extirpation of the Church Government 
by Biſhops,intended in the paper of the Dutch Ambaſſadours , both © 
in England and Ireland, and to binder the ſetting of it up again 
in the Kinzdem of Scotland, All which being duly conſidered, 
we are extreamly ſory,that the Houſes of Parliament, ſhould 
not only have given way, but countenanced theArmy.1n their 
medling with the ſerling of the peace ofthe Kingdom,andau- 
thorized Commiſſioners totreat with them, upon Propoſiti-_ 
ons of peace (which we take to be the reaſon, thar theſe. Pro- 
politions arein ſo many things agreeable to the Propoſals of 
the Army,eſpecially in matters of Religion, ) and withour all 
queſtion , it had been more agreeable to the Treaty berwixr' 
the Kingdoms, and to former profeſſions and proceedings, 
that the Propoſitions of peace had been framed and agreed 
upon, with advice and conſent of both Kingdoms, Wehave - 
known the Houſes of Parliament formerly look upon it asan 
offence of a high narure for any other then themſelves to 
meddle in the matters of peace, eſpectallythe Commanders 
and 6ficers of the Army- (though in primeplace and of great 
- -Þ and 
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-and eminent fidelity). making it oy proper for them to be 
exerciſed in matters of warre , according as they ſhould re- 
ceive dire&ion from the Houles. And much more would the 
Houſes have been offended , if any officers of their Army 
ſhould havetaken upon them to offer propoſals to the King, 
for ſerling a peace, without authority from the houſes , as we 
are informed ſome officers of Sir Thomas Fairfax his Army 
+  * . havedone. Ifthe Houſes of Parliament had according to our 
, earneſt deſire the third of March 1644. when they modelled 
their Army, made choice of ſuch officers , as were known to 
be Zealous of the Reformation of Religion , and of that uni- 
formity which both Kingdoms are obliged to promote and 
maintain, & if they had alſo renewed their Declaration made 
the twentienth of September 1643. Thatthey could not con- 
fide in ſuch perſons to haye or execute place and authority in 
the Armies raiſed by them,/who d1d nat approve and conſent 
ro the Covenant; or if their Ordnance on the 15 of February . 
1644 (which appointeth all officers to be imployed in Sir 
Thomas Fairfaxes Army to take the National leagueand Co- 
venant of both Kingdoms, within 20.days after they were ap- 
| ptoved by the Houſes) had been really put in execution , we 
[- are very confident it would have prevented a world;of incon- 
| veniences & evils which have enſued upon the negle& there- 
of. Wee ſhall nor further inſiſt on this ſubje& , neither ſhall 
we inlarge our ſelyes upon the proceedings of the Army; Bur 
we muſt alwayes put the Houſes of Parliament in minde,thar 
our greateſt. ſtrength is in a good agreement with the King, 
and a firme Union between the Kingdomes. 

There is left out in theſe Propoſitions,the Propofition cons 
cerning the City of Lozdon, whereby they wereto bavethe 
Government of their owne Militia and the Tower, and afſur- 
ance that their Forces ſhal not be compelled to goe our of the 
Ciry for Military Service , withour their owne conſent. An. 
Act of Parliament confirming their Charters, Cuſtomes, Li- 
berties,8&c. And an AR,thar all the By-Laws;andOrdinances 
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of Common- Councell BD F tobe made , ſhould bee ag 

_ effeQuall roall intents and purpoſes, as if they were enacted 
by Authority of Parliament, with liberty alſo for them to re- 
peale theſe Ordinances as they ſhall ſee cauſe, Theſe things 
were formerly defired in- the Propoſitions in behalfe of the _ 
City, becauſe of their affe&tion, forwardneſle , faithfullneſſe, 
and zeale in the common caule of both Kingdomes, And 
we conceive our felves in duty obliged , to defirethar this 
Propoſition may not be omitted , but preſented to His Maje- 
ſty tor His aſſent. 

Concerning the Propoſitions for taking away the Court of 
Wards,and Forreſt Lands from His Majeſty:it cannot be ex- 
pected , when the Houſes of Parliament ſhall take intotheir 
conſideration , the glory and: greatneſſe wherein the Kings 

 havelived,that they will ever take away or diminiſh any part 
4Þþ> ofthar Patrimony and Revenue , which 1s neceſlary for ſup- 
porting the Dignity of their Royall place , withour giving a 

, full recompence forthe ſame. TW = 
Touching thePropoſition for ſale 8 diſpoſall of theLands 
| of Deanes and Chaprers,&c. as the Honfes ſhall think fit: We 
have onely this to ſay.that we have alwayes heard theſe lands 
were. reſerved. by the Houſes for maintenance of the Mini- 
ſerie;and if they: ſhould be otherwiſe diſpoted of, irwill prove 
agreat diſcouragement to fairhfull Paſtors,maketheir ſub- 
fiſtance to depend npon the benevolence and charity of their 
hearers, and give occaſion to the people (where Miniſters are 

| = wanting for lacke of maintenance) to follow after SeQaries 
>- and Tub-Preachers. | TTO.92S 

We deſireto ſeethe Ordinances for Indemnity mentioned 
inthe Propoſitions. 

 Andnowto conclude,we ſhall here ſer downe moſt of our 
deſires: Whichare. | 
That there may be a Perſonal] Treaty with His Majeſty at 
London. KO 
That the Preface maybe the ſameas in the former Propo- 
ſitions. ” That 
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That the Honourable Houſes, according to the folemne 
Vowes, Treaties, Declarations,andEngagements between the 
Kingdomes, would aiter ſo very long delay, eſtabliſh the So- 
lemne League and Covenant;and that His Majeſty be deſired 
to give His Royall Afſent, for confirming the ſame by a of 
Parliament in both Kingdomes. Jo; 

That the ſerling Reformation of , and Uniformity in Reli- 
gion,according to the Covenant, in England and Ireland, be 
likewiſe defired in theſe new Propofitions; And in particular, 
that the Confeſſion of Faith , DireQory of Worſhip, Forme 
of Church- Government,andCartechiſing,agreed upon by the 
Aſſembly ot Divines,and preſented to the Houſes, be eſtabli- 
ſhed. | 

. *.." "Thatby X& of Parliament , effeuall Courſebe taken for 
ſupprefiing Blaſphemy, Herefie, Schilme,and all ſuch ſcanda- 
lous Docrinesand Praftiſes, as are contrary to thelight of 
Nature,or to the knowne principles of Chriſtianity (whether 
concerning Faith, Worſhip, or Converſation)orto the power 
of Godlineſle;or which may be deſtructive ro Order and Go- 
vernment,or to the peace of the Church or Kingdome, 

Thar the Ordinances concerning the calling and fitting of 
the Afſembly of Divines , be deſired to be confirmed by At 
of Parliamenr.,as in the former Propoſitions. ; 

Thar the Propoſition for confirmation of the Treaties be- 
rwixtthe Kingdomes ; And all Ordinances and proceedings 
betwixt them be expreſled as in the formerPropofitions. And 
thatthe Treaty for the returne of theScots Army,of the Date ' 
of the 23 of Decemb. 1646. be inſerted amongſt the reſt. 

Thar His Majeſties Aſſent be deſired to what the twoKing- 
domes ſhall agree u:on , in proſecution ofthe Articles of the 
large Treaty , which are not yet finiſhed : And thar all other 
things concerning joynt-Intereſt,or the Kingdome of Scotlayd 
in particular, which are comitted,be inferted, andexpreſled as 

inthe former Propoſitions. Fs 
That Armies in bothKingdomes,which were raiſed for pre- 
| ſervation 


(33) — 
ſervation and Reformation of Religion ; And for. defence of 
the Kings Perſon,and ſafety of theKingdomes,be not kept up 
to hinder Reformation of Religion , And the King from His 
Government, And to be a burihen to the Subjects , fince the 
Warre is ended; but that they may have due ſatisfeRion of 
their Arreares,and be disbanded; without which, there can be 
no reall nor laſting Peace ; That all Armies being disbanded 
here,ſpeedy reliefe may be ſent to Ireland. 

Thatan AR of Oblivion,which is the band of Peace, be a- 
greed upon,to be paſt in the Parliaments of both Kingdomes 
That the King bereſtored to his Rights and Revenues,and 
particularly that the Crowne be not excluded . from the po- 
wer of making Lawes , which is as cfſentiallto Kings, as to 
governe by Lawes,and ſway the Scepter ; Nor from the po- 
wer of the Mliti/a, without which they can neither prote& 
their Subjegs,oppole their and the Kingdomes enemies, nor 
keep friendſhip with their Allyes, 
\ That chere be a concluſion added to the Propoſitions , pro- 
miſing our reall endeavours (as was done in the Propoſitions 
Treated upon at Uxbridge) that his Majeſty may live in the 
{plendorand glory of his Royall Progenitors , as beſeemeth 
His Royall place and Dignity ; Thar fo. all differences and 
troubles may end in* mutuall confidence and rejoycing; the 
King may enjoy thecomfort of His Royall Conſort and 
Children, with other.contentments; And wee , after ſo great 
diſtraQtions,and long continued ſufferings,*may reap the blef- 
{ed fruits of Truth and Peace underthis Government, * 
And as it is very farre from our thoughts and intentions in 
expreſſing our Differences upon the Propoſitions, to provoke 
or give offence; fo wetruſt , thar our freedome in.diſcharge of 
the truſt committed to us, proceeding from our zeale to Reli- 
gion, Loyalty to the King,and love to Peace ; ſhall receive a 
candid -Interpretationfrom the Honourable Houſes. And thar 
they will; imober wiledanie, not ſlight the deſires of g King- 
dome,whointhetime of-Z#nz/avds greateſt danger, efteemgd 
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no hazzard too hard for their Aſſiſtance: And are now ſeeking 
nothing , but the performance of the mutuall Obligements, 

eclarations , and Treaties betweene the two Kingdomes, 
And to prevent the dangers which may enſue upon the vio- 
lation and breach of ſo ſolemne engagements, 
The Houſes of Parliament have frequently profeſſed , that 
the chiefe.end of their Warres was the Reformation and 
eſtabliſhment of Religion according to the Covenant. And 
they have often Promiſed and Declaredto the King, and to 
all the World, {not without deep atteftations ofthe Name of 
God) thar no trouble or ſucceſlſe ſhould ever make them 
wrong or deminiſh the power of theCrowne, which were the 
chiete motives & Arguments that induced Scotland to engage 
with. them in this Warre. Let therefore that be givento 
God,which is Gods, and to Ceſar what is Ceſars : whereby it 
may be evident that you are not unmindfull of the ſolemne 
Vowes you made to Godin the time of diſtreſle, for Refor- 
mation of Religion : andit may alſo really appeare , thatthe 
advantages and power which Succeſſle hath pur into your 
hands, hath not leſſened your Loyalty to the King. And ac- 


ally and cordially,cheriſh and ſtrengthen the Union between 
the two Kingdomes under his Majeſty, by all the Pledges of 
reciprocall kindneſle,that ſoReligion andRighteouſnefle may 
flouriſh, and both Kingdomes, languiſhing under the heavy 
preſſures and calamities of an unnaturall Watre, may live in 
peace and plenty. | | 5 


E By Commandif the Commi(ſtoners for 
8 17 Decemb. 1647. the Parliament of Scotland. 
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VV E E have peruſed the Inſtruions communicated 
? unto us On Tveſday inthe afrernoone, wherein the 
Commiſhoners of both Houſcsappointed to goe to the King, 
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cording to our many profeſſions,and neare relations:let us re- | 


40) y 
are commanded to repreſent unto His Majeſty fourBills,con- 


| cerning the ſetling the Militia of England and Ireland in both. 


Houſes of Parliament. An AG tor juſtifying the proceedings 
of Parliament in the late Warzand declaring all Oathes., De- 
clarations, Proclamations , and other proccedings againſt the 
Parliament to bee yvoyd. Concerning Peeres lately made, or 
hereafter go bee made ; and a new Propoſition for the ad- 
journments of both Houſes. To which Bills they are com- 
manded to deſire His Majcſties affent by His Letters Patents 
under the great Seal of Enzland,and not otherwiſe. Andafter 


| His Majeſties aſſent tothole Bils: ,, the Houſes of Parliament 


will ſend a Committee of both Houſes to Treate with His 
Majeſty in theifle of W/7i2ht upon the remainder of thenew 
Propoſitions. Te all which wee anſwer; That,although there 


be nothing whica we more paſſionately deſire then a happy. 
Peace,and g0ocG agreement with theKing;yet wecannot agree ' 


to this way of deſiring His Majeſty to aflent to thoſe four 


- Bills, before any Treaty with His Majeſty upon other Pr opo- 


ſitions, it being in our judgment neither for the good of Reli- 
gion,the King nor Kingdomes. And firſt concerning Religi- 
on,we ſay that in Tanuary, 1645.1t was agreed on betwixt the 
Houſes of Parliament and us, before the Treaty at Uxbridge; 
Thar the Propoſitions concerning Religion, the Militia, and 
Ireland , ſhall be treated upon alterns vicibus , beginning firſt 
with the Propoſition of Religion,and that as it 1s of moſt ex- 
cellency,{o itisto bee ſought after and finally agreed upon in 
the firſt place before any finall agreement be made upon any 
of the other Propofitions , Wee are very ſure the Houſes had 
far greater reaſon at that time, to looke to their ſecurity ,, and 
to defire the Propoſition for ſetling the Militia co be firſt a- 
orecd'vn , when the King had an Army in the field,;then now 
when they have a {ſtrong Army,and he has none at all. And 
upon the other part the danger coReligion isnow much grea- 
ter then at any time before , when mcn in Armes are deman=- 
ding a toleratien ofall ſorts of Religions (Popery excepted.) 
| | 5+ A | An 
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(36) 
And if firſt of all it ſhould be agreed on,that the continuance 
of ſuch an Army ſhall be ſerled by Law , we dcfire it may be 
equally confidered, what good can be expected from a treaty 
upon Religion,or what hopes fhal pos gr of {etling it accor- 
ding to the Covenant ; wherefore we cannot conlent to the 
ſending any Propoſitions or Bilsto be a ſecurity. for ſerting 


Peace without Truth , which hath been acknowlegged both 


by His Majeſty,and the Houſes in all former Treaties orMeſ- 
ſages, to bee the beſt and moſt ſolid foundation ofa laſting 
Peace. And we muſt {till preſſe that there may be a preference 
of thoſe defires which are- for ſetling Religion and the Go- 
verment of the Church:the want whereof, is the cauſe of the 
Secs and Hereſies which doe multiply and increaſe daily, to. 
the diſturbance ofall Order and Peace, both in Churchand 
State. 

As this way is not for the good of Religion, ſo it cannot 
in reaſon be conceived, that it ſhall be acceptable to the 
King; for how can it be expected that he will grant thoſe 
. things for a perſonall Treaty (whereof the iſſue is uncertain) 
which he hath ever hithere to-denyed even to obtain a Peace 
(eſpecially when after all his Majeſties earneſt defires, hee 
cannot be admittedto come to Lozdon, nor upon any tearms 
co havea Treaty here, in reſpe& the Houles conceive that 
rhe Kings preſence with them, art this time ſtandsnot with 
_ fſafery and ſecurity of the Parliament and kingdorme ; but 
that the Kingsaſſent to the foure Bills muſt be by Commilſ- 
ſion, and there after a Treaty upon the reſt'of the Propoſiti- 
ons at the Iſle of Wieht? Or can it be looked for, that he 
will giverhe whole and ſole power of the Militia from him- 
ſelf and his poſteritie tothe Houſes for their fecurity, and to 
be diſpoſed of as they ſhall think fit, and haye no- ſecurity ar 
allrc himſelf, nor any aflurance that he ſhall be reftored ro 
his Rights and Government? Iris much probable, that he 
willthink he hath already offered ſufficient ſecurity -in his 
late Meſlage from Carisbrooke Caſtle of the 16 Novemb:. 
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| (37) 
wherein he is content that all power of the Milltia be in the 
Houſes of Parliament during his Raigne. 
Neitheris this way in out apprehenfions forthe good and 
ſaſery ot the Kindomes, that an army holding ſuch princi- 
ples as they do concerning Religion, and in refationto the 
ſexling the government and Peace of the Kingdomes, and 
* which (without any Mown authority from the Parliament) 
hath increaſed their number to neere the double of what the 
are allowed by order of Parliament,(and in their late Repre- 


ſentation acknowledge their ſupernumeraries tro be abour 


twenty thouſand.) That ſuch an Army ( we ſay) ſhall be 
perpetualy eſtabliſhed when there are no forces tro oppoſe 
the Parliament, and that the ſubje&s ſhall be obliged y A 

Law for ever to ſubmit to a Military power , and pay what 

moneyes ihal be demanded for their maintenance;whatſoever 
it may ſeem to others to bee, in our ſenſe ic doth neither 

agree with the rules of Policy nor Safety. 

We did deſire to ſeethe foure Bills tobe preſented to His 
Majeſty ({o much the rarher , that from the Title of the Bill 
for the Militia z we perceive that it doth extend to the ſerling 
and maintgining of forces inthe Town of Barwicke , contrary 
to the large Treaty berwixt the kingdomes. ) And we did re- 
preſent that thoſe Bills being aſlented unto by theKing would 
bee a reatl ſecurity , and the making an Agreement for Peace, 
which according to the Treaty betwixt the Kingdomes can- 
not be done without the mutuall advice and conſent of both. 
To which the Houles did yeſterday returne as their Anſwer, 
Thar the Priviledges,Right and Cuſtome of the kingdome & 


Parliament of Enelend, is , that Bills paſt both Houſes to be 


preſentedto the King for His Royal aſſent,are not to becom- 
municated to any other whoſoever either in relation to Mart- 
ter or Forme,before His Anſwerthereunto given. And that 


there is nothing contained in any Article of Treaty bertwixt - 


the Kingdomes to the contrary. Whereunto we make this 
Reply,thatthe Bills mentioned in the 11, Sei?, ofthe Propo- 
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(IS) 
firions of Peace, preſented to His Majeſty at Oxfordin Ann 
1644. were communicated. unto us before they were {entto 
theKing,and upon peruſall oftrhem,we did defire that nothing 
might be in thoſe Bils contrary to the Covenant , or the Re- 
formation,and Uniformity to be ſerled. Upon conſideration 
whereof, the Houſe of Com. gave us thisanſwer :* Thar the 
Reformation and Uniformity defird , G alredy provided for, 
in one of the Propoſitions, to which nothing contained in 
"*thoſe Bils could be any prejudice, but ſhould hereafter bee re- 
oulated as the ſaid Reformation and  Uniformity ſhall be 
thought fit tobe ſertled. Alſo theBil for aboliſhingEpiſcopacy 
was communicated unto us, and afterward debated upon by 
his Majeſties Commiſſioners,and the Commiſſioners of both 
Kingdomes at Yxbridge, Wee thought fir to give theſe inſtan- 
ces,to ſhew,that ir hathnor alwayes been the cuſtome of both 
Houſes not to communicate their Bills before His Majeſties 
Anſwer were given thereunto. Yet it 1s no wayes our defire 
to meddle with the framing of your Lawes , or adviſing the 
forme of your Bils, we ſhall ever betenderot any juſt privi- 
ledge of Parliament. ; but that it ſhould be ſaid that there is 
nothing contained in any Article of Treaty between the two 
Kingdoms, which requires the communication ofthe matter 
ofany Bils,is to us very ſtrange. It is agreed upon betwixt the 
Kingdomes,that. no Ceflation,or any Pacification, or Agree- 
ment of Peace whatſoever, ſhall be made by either King- 
 dome,or the Armies ofeither Kingdome, withour the mutu- 
all advice & conſent of both Kingdomes:Suppole rhe Houſes 
of Parliament ſhould turne all their defires for peace intoBils, 
and ſhould ſay,that thoſeBils cannot be communicated to the 
 Kingdome of Scotland, either 1n relation to matter or forme : 
Wee defire to know,and let any rationall man judge,whether 
this were not an cluding and cleare violation of the Treaty : 
Neither can it in this caſe be a fatisfatory Anſwer , that the 
Houſes of Parliament doe only ſend foure of thePropoſitions 


in Bils to His Majeſty ; for every one of the Prepoſitions is a - 
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Propoſition for peace,and an Agreement made upon any on, 


of them is an agreement for peace. And which'is much more 
there are none of the Propoſitions which in their owne nature 


doe {o immediatly concerae the ſetling of a peace, as theſe 
foure Propoſitions;and what can be called an Agreement for 
peace if this bee not? when the King by His aflent ſhall juſti- 
fie the proceedings of the Parliament in the late warre , and 
make all Oaths, Declarations, Proclamations, and other pro- 
ceedings againſt it tobe void , when by Att of Parliament be 
ſhall ſettle the power of all Forces by Sea and Land into the 


Houſes of Parliament,and alſo to raiſe jms for their main- 


renance:when he ſhal conſent thatall Peers mlade,or hereafter 
to be made,ſhall nor fit to vote inParliament without conſent 
of both Houſes,and when hee ſhall give power to the Houſes 
roadjourne ar their pleaſure:It then, the Kings aſſent to thoſe 
Bils be an Agreement 10f peace , (as we hope it cannotin rea- 
{on be denyd) our advice and conſent ought to be had there- 


in,before they be ſent ro the King , and otherwiſe the Treaty 
is violated. | 


As we cannot agree to this way of ſending theſe foure Bills to His Majeſty for His 
Afent before any Treaty upon the reſt of the Propoſitions : ſo wee are extreamly un« 
ſatisfied with the matter of theſe new ons qe lately communicated unto us, for 
the reaſons expreſſed in our Anſwer unto them , which we doe herewith deliver anto 
your Lord(liggeo be preſented to bath Houſes of Parliament : And we doe deſire that 
they wouldWlEthe whole buſinefſe unto their further conſideration , and that there 
may be a perfonall Treaty with His Majeſty hereat LonpD on upon ſuch Propoſi« 
tions as ſhall be agreed upon,with advice and conſent of both Kivgdomes according 
to the Treaty. S 


Decemb,17. By Command of the Commiſſioners for 
1647. the Parliament of Scotland. 
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